
E-mail Exchange with MALT Executive Director Regarding Dutton Property  
 
From: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org>  
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 3:09 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property 
 
Hi Kathleen,  
 
MALT can still hold the development restriction and conservation permissions, even though 
Middlebury would be directly purchasing the property. That would come in the form of a 
conservation easement, given to MALT by the Dutton's, before the deed transfer happens to the 
Town of Middlebury. It would all happen in the same transaction. My points about the value of a 
third-party easement holder and input from a conservation specialist still applies to this scenario. 
If this needs more explanation than my writing, perhaps a quick call can help? 
 
I am not aware of any state funds available to municipalities for conservation/acquisition. You 
could contact Al Karnatz or Bob Heiser at VLT to inquire, they are my go-to for questions like that. 
allen@vlt.or or bheiser@vlt.org 
 
Jamie 
 
Jamie Brookside (Montague) | Executive Director 
Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Nature is not a place, it is home. 
 
PO Box 804 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
Office: 802-388-1007 |  Cell: 802-881-8985 
maltvt.org 
Follow MALT on Facebook and Instagram 
 
MALT just released our 2020 Annual Impact Report!  

 
From: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 2:49 PM 
To: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org> 
Subject: RE: Dutton Property  
  
Thanks, Jamie, 
  
It’s useful to know this background and note, that at this point, funding is coming from the 
Town of Middlebury for the Dutton property, rather than the donated with restrictions 
scenario.  



  
Do you know if there are any state funds we could leverage to acquire the Dutton property? 
  
Thanks, 
Kathleen 
  
From: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 1:21 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property 
  
Hi Kathleen, I've attached the closing documents from the project. This has not been formally 
announced to the public, so please keep these private for now. 
  
The first doc is the deed from Will Jackson to MALT. The second is a deed from MALT to the Town 
of Lincoln, with reservation of development rights and conservation restrictions. MALT is 
responsible for the enforcement and monitoring of the reserved development rights and 
conservation restrictions. 
  
I'd be happy to talk on the phone if that's helpful. 
  
Jamie 
  
Jamie Brookside (Montague) | Executive Director 
Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Nature is not a place, it is home. 
  
PO Box 804 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
Office: 802-388-1007 |  Cell: 802-881-8985 
maltvt.org 
Follow MALT on Facebook and Instagram 
  
MALT just released our 2020 Annual Impact Report!  

 
From: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 3:48 PM 
To: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org> 
Subject: RE: Dutton Property  
  
Hi Jamie, 
  
I’d be interested in reviewing the proposed easement language, perhaps you could share 
what you’re doing with Lincoln. 



  
Best, 
Kathleen 
  
From: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org>  
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2021 3:22 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property 
  
Hi Kathleen,  
  
Circling back on this, sorry for the delay. 
  
To answer your question about conservation easements on town land: 
It could be argued both ways... that the extra step of protection is needed, or not. MALT believes 
that land owned by a town, without development restrictions held by a third party, is not as 
secure and the protections put in place are less enforceable. MALT just finished a new 
conservation project with the Town of Lincoln (not yet announced broadly so please keep this 
confidential). In it, MALT holds the conservation easement and the Town of Lincoln holds the 
deed. The third-party (MALT) holds restrictions and that's what really protects it in perpetuity. It 
also ensures an unbiased enforcement mechanism. Given MALT's strong relationship with the 
Town of Middlebury and its residents, I think this would be a good fit for this scenario. 
  
Historically, when parcels were donated to towns pre-land trust era, there was no third party 
mechanism. Examples of this include Chipman Hill and Battell Woods. Now that land trusts are 
thriving across the country, this is a more common and I believe, more forward-thinking way to 
approach these projects. It also provides the town with specialized input from an experienced 
land trust with local ties. 
  
So, if you're open to it, I'd really like to discuss the possibility of MALT holding a conservation 
easement on the property with the Selectboard and any other representatives you'd recommend 
including. 
  
Looking forward to hearing back, Jamie 
  
Jamie Brookside (Montague) | Executive Director 
Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Nature is not a place, it is home. 
  
PO Box 804 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
Office: 802-388-1007 |  Cell: 802-881-8985 
maltvt.org 
Follow MALT on Facebook and Instagram 



  
MALT just released our 2020 Annual Impact Report!  

 
From: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 4:40 PM 
To: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org> 
Cc: Jennifer Murray <JMurray@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: RE: Dutton Property  
  
Thanks, Jamie, 
  
Please see below. 
Kathleen 
  
From: Jamie Brookside (Montague) <jamie@maltvt.org>  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 1:34 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Jennifer Murray <JMurray@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property 
  
Hi Kathleen, 
  
I was able to read over the Means Woods Trustees notes. I also read over your attachments. 
There will not be an opportunity for the MALT board to comment on this aquisition until our April 
board meeting, we are in the midst of strategic planning. However, I can assure you they would 
echo the sentiment of the Means Woods Trustees. Thanks! 
  
Would you consider placing a conservation easement on the property? Either in the form of a 
third-party easement or deed restrictions? If so, MALT would much appreciate being considered 
for the role of collaborating with the town to articulate appropriate development restrictions for 
the parcel.  If the piece is held by the Town, is there a need for a conservation easement on it? 
  
It sounds like a remarkable opportunity. One last question - would the town need to fundraise 
any non-public dollars for this acquisition? Or, would you pay for it from some operating 
funds/budgeted line item?  Funding could come from the Town’s Land Conservation Fund. 
  
Congratulations on an exciting offer! If it does not work out for the Town to own the parcel, MALT 
would also like to look at how we could facilitate conservation and sale of the property. 
  
Jamie 
  
 Jamie Brookside (Montague) | Executive Director 
Middlebury Area Land Trust 
Nature is not a place, it is home. 



  
PO Box 804 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
Office: 802-388-1007 |  Cell: 802-881-8985 
maltvt.org 
Follow MALT on Facebook and Instagram 
  
MALT just released our 2020 Annual Impact Report!  

 
 


